
Spring for something local.
Shop Eglinton. 

Please sign up at  
thecrosstown.ca/signup to 
receive regular updates about 
the construction activities in 
your neighbourhood.
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Thank you for your continued patience as we work to build this important project.
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The Crosstown’s constructor, Crosslinx 
Transit Solutions, has been working 
to bridge the gender gap in the 
construction industry and encourage 
young women to join the field.

Earlier this year, Crosslinx partnered 
with For Youth Initiative and Skills 
Ontario to host events that introduced 
young women to construction career 
opportunities. They provided an 
opportunity for young women to 
engage directly with Crosslinx’s 
female construction professionals 
in a variety of specializations, 
including skilled trades, construction 

Community
Benefits 
Women in 
Construction

Big things are happening across 
the entire 19-km stretch of Eglinton 
Avenue as construction continues on 
the Crosstown from Kennedy in the 
east to Mount Dennis in the west. If 
last year was the "year of the dig” 
with hundreds of thousands of tons 
of earth removed, this year will be 
the “year of the build” as we begin 
to construct the very first station box 
underground for Keelesdale Station.

The Crosstown is making progress 
at the Eglinton Maintenance and 
Storage Facility (EMSF) where the 
construction is expected to wrap up 

later this year. The 10-km  
underground tunnels are also 
beginning to take shape and become 
operation-ready. The process of 
building the flat concrete base 
for tracks continues in the tunnels 
between stations. In the tunnel 
sections where this work is complete, 
crews are installing the service 
walkways, handrails, duct banks 
and track fasteners to prepare the 
tunnels to be operation-ready. A 
test section of tunnel has been fitted 
out, including tracks, between the 
West Portal at Mount Dennis and 
Keelesdale Station.

Download aCrosstown
This mobile app delivers real-time traffic and transit information 
to help plan your trips along the Eglinton corridor. Search for 
“aCrosstown” in App Store, GooglePlay or BlackberryWorld, 
and download it today.

Skills Ontario Young Women’s 
Regional Event, February 2018

Aerial shot of EMSF and  
Mount Dennis site, March 2018

For Youth Initiative is a non-profit that 
operates out of the York South-Weston 
neighbourhood and provides stability 
and mentorship for local youth as they 
work to achieve their educational and 
career goals. Skills Ontario is the host 
of the Young Women’s Conferences 
that show female students that the 
skilled trades and technologies offer 
many great opportunities. 

Initiatives like Crosslinx’s Women in 
Construction program are part of our 
commitment to bringing benefit to 
the communities we impact during the 
construction of the Crosstown.

For Mount Dennis Station 
construction

we moved the Kodak 
building 176 ft away from 

its original location, 
then moved it back.

Women account
for only 4.5% of skilled 

trades workers.
Source: Stats Canada

management, engineering and 
environmental coordination.



Three of the Crosstown’s fifteen 
underground stations are being 
constructed using a mining method. 
During mining, crews excavate the 
caverns that will house the station 
platform and concourse from 
excavated station entrance sites and 
work deep beneath Eglinton Avenue. 

A mining method of construction can 
mean fewer disruptions for drivers, 
residents and businesses because 
while crews work below the surface, 
there are fewer changes to traffic 
routes at surface. However, the 
mining method also means the work 
happens 24 hours a day to ensure 
safe and effective excavation.

The mining happens in a planned 
sequence to keep the surrounding 
earth stable. 

First, the earth is protected and 
stabilized using steel and concrete 
piles driven into the ground. Next, 
wells are installed to keep water from 
seeping in.

Then, the mining sequence begins:

• A pipe roof is installed to 
minimize settlement and 
keep the soil in place.

• The earth is excavated from 
underneath the pipe roof.

At each underground station, with the 
exception of Mount Dennis, Kennedy, 
Cedarvale and Eglinton Stations, 
crews will need to demolish a section 
of the existing tunnels to build the 
platforms and concourse.

In October 2017, Keelesdale Station 
became the first station to break 
through the tunnels! In December 

2017, Laird Station followed suit, 
and this spring, Caledonia Station 
achieved the same progress 
milestone. 

At Keelesdale Station, the ‘build-up’ 
of the station will begin later this year 
including construction of the station 
box, the station platforms, concourse 
and mechanical systems.

Breakthrough:
Tunnels

A Closer Look: Mining

Keelesdale Station − Tunnel Breakthrough, February 2018

• The exposed walls and 
ceiling are sprayed with 
concrete.

This sequence of activities occurs 
repeatedly and the work advances 
metre by metre creating the 
underground cavern that will house 
the station platform and concourse.

The station platform is then built 
along with the concourse and the 
station entrances that you'll use to 
access the new LRT when you travel 
across Eglinton.

Mining work is now underway at all 
five entrances at Avenue (at the main 
and secondary entrances), Laird (at 
the main and secondary entrances) 
and Oakwood (at the main entrance) 
Stations.

Milestones:

Work recently began on the 
tunnel at Kennedy Station where 
the Crosstown light rail vehicles 
will enter and exit the existing 
underground station. Eglinton 
Avenue has been reconfigured 
east of Kennedy Road to permit 
Support of Excavation (SOE) to 
begin. Eventually, the west side of 
Kennedy to Ionview Road will also 
be reconfigured to commence 
SOE on the west side. A similar 
set-up is currently in place east and 
west of Don Mills Road. The tunnel 
at Kennedy allows the Crosstown 
trains to connect LRT customers 

travelling to Kennedy Station to 
connect to TTC Lines 2 and 3 and 
the Stouffville GO Transit Line 
without having to leave the station.

At the end of March, crews 
performed a 72-hour construction 
blitz to install a new pedestrian 
underpass beneath the GO Rail 

tracks at Kennedy Station – one of 
many improvements being made 
to the GO Corridor Stouffville 
Line. This incredible non-stop work 
was successfully completed over 
one long-weekend minimizing 
disruption to GO service. GO 
service resumed on time on 
Monday, April 2, 2018.

Did you know?

To support upgrades for the TTC, crews will 
be making improvements at Eglinton subway 
station. To carry out this work safely, there are 
24 TTC-approved subway closures at Eglinton 
Station in 2018 for this work. Closures are 
required because the work needs to happen 
over the subway tracks near the tunnel entrance 
south of the TTC’s Eglinton Station.

Oakwood Station − Mining, April 2018 Upcoming TTC SUBWAY 
Weekend Closures in 2018

A New Subway Station Service 
Building
A new subway station service building will be located over the subway 
tracks. This is good news for transit users because it means improved 
ventilation and safety systems for the existing subway. The weekend 
construction work will include the excavation, shoring and foundation work, 
but once this work is complete, the building can be constructed while the 
subway is running!

May  19-20, 26-27
June  2-3, 16-17, 30-July 1
July  7-8, 14-15, 21-22
August  11-12, 18-19
September  1-2, 8-9, 22-23

October 13-14, 20-21,  
 27-28
November 3-4, 24-25
December 8-9, 15-16

This schedule may be subject to change. Please check TTC.ca for updates.

Major work has also started on 
the 9-kilometre surface section of 
the Crosstown. Hydro, telecom, 
water, stormwater, and sanitary 
services are being upgraded 

in advance of construction of 
the surface stops. Currently, 
utility works are underway at key 
locations, with additional crews 
scheduled to get underway in the 

coming months. By summer, utility 
works will be underway across the 
entire section between Brentcliffe 
Road and Kennedy Station.

Building East

Kennedy

Kennedy Station, February 2018

Until March 2018, we 
excavated a total of 
1,450,000 tonnes 

of soil.


