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Executive Summary

several historic railroads, one historic post office, two historic school houses, one urban
concentration, a church and many orchards. Two historic cemeteries, Richview Memorial
Cemetery (also known as, Union Chapel Cemetery plus Willow Grove and McFarlane
Cemeteries) established in 1853 and Prospect Cemetery established 1890, are situated
alongside the study corridor. A similar review of the Pearson Airport Surface Connection
study area indicates that approximately 50 properties, and 8 homesteads/farmsteads
between the years 1859 - 1860 and 29 homesteads/farmsteads between the years 1877 1878 are illustrated within or directly adjacent (within 100 metres) to the proposed study
area. Additionally, the study area traverses the historic village of Union and its
respective school house. Finally, the Richview Memorial Cemetery established in 1853,
which is designated as a heritage feature with the City of Toronto, is situated partially
within the study area limits. The extensive background research has concluded that there
is high potential for the recovery of both Aboriginal and historic, Euro-Canadian
archaeological remains within undisturbed portions of the subject lands.

The City of Toronto has undertaken a number of studies pertaining to the cost-effective
expansion of citywide transit. The proposed expansion plan outlined in the Toronto
Transit Commission Request for Proposal for Transit City Light Rail Transit Consulting
Services, calls for the new development and the extension of existing light rail systems
across the City of Toronto. This report addresses two sections, the first being the Eglinton
Crosstown Light Rail Transit (ECLRT); a Light Rail Transit running along Eglinton
Avenue, which would link Pearson International Airport and the Mississauga Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) in the west, and Kennedy Subway Station in the east. The second section
is the Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area.
To facilitate this study, conducted in accordance with the Transit Projects Regulation,
Archeoworks Inc. was retained by Giffels Associates Limited, of Toronto, Ontario, on
behalf of the TTC to conduct the Stage 1 archaeological assessment of the proposed
ECLRT corridor and Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area, the former being
further subdivided into three portions: the west portion, which is proposed to be
constructed at-grade; the centre portion, which is proposed to be tunnelled; and the east
portion; which is proposed to be constructed at-grade. For the purposes of this report,
these two sections will be referred to as the subject lands.
Consultation of the Ontario Heritage Properties Database and the City of Toronto
Inventory has confirmed the presence of nine listed1 and designated heritage properties
within or in close proximity to the subject lands. Additional background research has
determined that there are five registered archaeological sites within a one-kilometre
radius of the ECLRT study corridor, and four registered archaeological sites within a
two-kilometre radius of the Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area. Of particular
note, sites AkGu-6 and AkGu-24, an aboriginal campsite and a village respectively, are
located very close to the ECLRT study corridor. The location of these sites in such close
proximity to the proposed study corridor indicates that additional significant aboriginal
archaeological resources may be encountered during a field assessment. The ECLRT
study corridor is bisected by Mimico Creek, the Humber River, Black Creek, the West
Don River, the East Don River, and Massey Creek; and, the Pearson Airport Surface
Connection study area is bisected by Mimico Creek. As such, the research supports high
potential for locating Aboriginal artifactual remains within undisturbed portions of the
subject lands falling within 300 metres of the above mentioned watercourses. A review of
the ECLRT study corridor within the Tremaine’s Map of the County of York, Canada
West, 1860 and The 1878 Illustrated Historical Atlas of York County and the township of
West Gwillimbury & Town of Bradford in the County of Simcoe indicates that
approximately 90 properties and between 15 to 23 homesteads and structures are
illustrated within or directly adjacent to its limits. The study corridor encompasses

Regarding impacts to these potential archaeological resources, in locations where
tunnelling is to occur, further field assessments will not be required as the depth to which
construction will occur (9.72 metres below grade) will be too deep to impact the
overlying features. The minimization of surface level disturbances will reduce the
impacts to potential archaeological resources along the study corridor. However, where
any at ground disturbances associated with tunnelling activities is to occur (i.e.: shaft
construction, staging areas etc.), further Stage 2 archaeological field assessment will be
required. Research of the Prospects Cemetery has revealed that the depths of burials
range from two to ten feet (0.6 to 3.04 metres) and are located six feet (1.82 metres)
beyond the ROW limits. Should construction activities impact the burials at this
cemetery in any way, a re-design will likely be necessary. Furthermore, where
construction is to occur at grade level, from Renforth Drive to Jane Street and from Laird
Drive to Kennedy Road, a Stage 2 field assessment will be required at all apparent
undisturbed and high archaeological potential zone locations both within and beyond the
ROW limits, to accommodate upcoming construction. Of special note are those clearly
undisturbed areas along Eglinton Avenue, from the western limits of the study corridor to
Jane Street, where numerous open fields, park lands, hydro corridors, woodlots and
valleylands are located, where many high archaeological potential zones have been
established and where the Native Village AkGu-6 has been identified. Additionally, a
Stage 2 archaeological field assessment will be required from approximately 600 metres
east of Laird Drive to Kennedy Road where, again, undisturbed valleylands, one hydro
corridor and numerous historical features have been identified.

1

“Listed” is a term used for properties for which the Toronto City Council has adopted a recommendation
to be included on the Inventory. The recommendations are based on criteria that relate to architecture,
history, and neighbourhood context. Their inclusion on the Inventory is a clear statement that the City
would like to see the heritage attributes of these properties preserved. If designated, these structures must
be preserved (www.toronto.ca)
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Introduction

project direction of Ms. Kim Slocki, in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act (1990)
under an archaeological consulting licence (P029) issued to Kim Slocki. Permission to
review and assess the archaeological potential of the subject lands was granted on March
12th, 2008.

The City of Toronto has undertaken a number of studies pertaining to the cost-effective
expansion of citywide transit. The proposed expansion plan, outlined in the Toronto
Transit Commission Request for Proposal for Transit City Light Rail Transit Consulting
Services, calls for the new development and the extension of existing light rail systems
across the City of Toronto. The Transit City plan aims at providing a competitive
alternative to private car transportation for people travelling in and out of Toronto. In
doing so, the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) endorsed the Transit City Light Rail
Plan as the basis for rapid transit expansion in the City of Toronto. This plan describes a
new rapid transit vision for the City of Toronto, entailing the implementation of seven
new light rail lines which would bring fast, reliable, environmentally-sustainable light rail
transit to parts of Toronto which do not have it now and, thus, would introduce a broad,
interconnected network of rapid transit throughout Toronto. This report addresses two
sections, the first being the Eglinton Crosstown Light Rail Transit (ECLRT); a Light Rail
Transit running along Eglinton Avenue, which would link Pearson International Airport
and the Mississauga Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in the west, and Kennedy Subway Station
in the east. The second section is the Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area.
To facilitate this study, conducted in accordance with the Transit Projects Regulation,
Archeoworks Inc. was retained by Giffels Associates Limited, of Toronto, Ontario, on
behalf of the TTC to conduct the Stage 1 archaeological assessment of the proposed
ECLRT corridor and Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area, the former being
further subdivided into three portions: the west portion, which is proposed to be
constructed at-grade; the centre portion, which is proposed to be tunnelled; and the east
portion; which is proposed to be constructed at-grade. For the purposes of this report,
these two sections will be referred to as the subject lands (see Figure 1.1-1.2).
The Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area is generally bounded by the King’s
Highway 409 in the north, Martin Grove Road in the east, Eglinton Avenue in the south
and Pearson International Airport in the west.
The west portion of the ECLRT corridor is proposed to be installed at grade from
Renforth Drive to west of York Civic Centre (between STA 106+200 and 106+300).
The centre portion of the ECLRT corridor is proposed to be installed approximately 9.72
metres below grade from west of York Civic Centre (between STA 106+200 and
106+300) to immediately west of the West Don River (STA 117+000).
The remainder of the ECLRT corridor – the east portion, is proposed to be installed at
grade from STA 117+000 to Kennedy Road.
The purpose of this document is to determine what archaeological impacts might occur
during construction of the proposed ECLRT corridor and within the Pearson Airport
Surface Connect study area and, thus, archaeological potential was identified by
conducting extensive background research and undertaking a non-intrusive field review
of the subject lands. The Stage 1 research, reported herein, was conducted under the
Stage 1 AA of Proposed ECLRT Corridor & Pearson Airport Surface Connection study areas
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Figure 1.2: 1:50,000 Map Identifying Location of the Pearson Centre (above) and Eastern (below) Portions of the ECLRT Corridor
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1.0 Determining Archaeological Potential

steam engine power boom allowed them to move away from the rivers, coinciding with
the incorporation of the new City of Toronto in 1834. Commercial and industrial
development intensified after this, expanding the City northwards, to where the subject
lands exist.

The Stage 1 background research is conducted to evaluate the study area’s potential to
contain archaeological resources. Potential is assessed based on a combination of
physical and historical features, as well as the proximity of previously identified
archaeological sites. If potential is established anywhere within the study area limits, a
Stage 2 assessment must be conducted to confirm the presence of archaeological
resources. The Checklist for Determining Archaeological Potential, Standards and
Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists final draft Unit 1C summarizes those features
which are used to assess archaeological potential, as well as the integrity of any such
resources and the impact of proposed development/construction activities.
1.1 Archaeological Significance
To help establish the archaeological significance of the subject lands, a comprehensive
review of registered archaeological sites and listed heritage properties within close
proximity to the subject lands, a review of the City of Toronto’s Archaeological Master
Plan potential mapping, analysis of Historic Atlases, as well as a visual inspection of the
study area was undertaken; the results of this research is documented below.
Consultation of the Ontario Heritage Properties Database and the City of Toronto
Inventory has confirmed the presence of nine listed2 and designated heritage properties
within or in close proximity to the subject lands. Specifically regarding the archaeology
of the City of Toronto, the City of Toronto’s Archaeological Master Plan potential
mapping was reviewed. This mapping illustrates most of the subject lands to be in a high
archaeological potential zone. In addition, the interim report: Master Plan of
Archaeological Resources for the City of Toronto was consulted. While this document is
still under development, it offers an existing inventory of archaeological sites recorded in
the City as well as a comprehensive summary of the City’s history.
Historically, the subject lands were populated by the Seneca Indians and then later by the
Mississauga Indians on the east bank of the Humber River. In 1787, a treaty was
negotiated and subsequently a large portion of land following the original Lake Ontario
shoreline (approximately 150m south of present day Front Street) was purchased by the
British government. In 1793, Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe founded the Town of York
(now called the City of Toronto) and established the first military base of Fort York
within the Garrison Reserve. Governor Simcoe chose this location because it was ideal
for defending the Town of York and the harbour from the inevitable onset of war between
Upper Canada and the United States (1962, Firth).
Following the American Revolution, the lands north of Lake Ontario were surveyed and
divided into townships. Once the early settlers arrived, many scattered villages appeared.
Early industries were concentrated in the waterfront area of town until the post-1833

The Eglinton area was not incorporated into the City of Toronto until 1912. Before this,
the street served as an east-west access. The village of Eglinton appears in the Tremaine’s
Atlas composed in 1860. This village was a concentration of buildings around the
crossroads of Eglinton and Yonge Street. The 1912 incorporation of Toronto North
resulted in the absorption of the majority of Eglinton Avenue into the City. Following this
annexation, the region began to develop quickly, as is demonstrated by the 1915 Survey
Map (see Figure 5.1-5.3) in Section 3. In 1967, Forest Hill was amalgamated into the
City of Toronto, resulting in the incorporation of an even larger section of the study
corridor.
1.2 Registered Archaeological Sites
In order that an inventory of archaeological resources could be compiled for the subject
lands, the site record forms for registered sites housed at the Ministry of Culture (MCL)
were consulted. Each site is registered according to the Borden System, which is an
archaeological numbering system used throughout Canada to track archaeological sites
and the artifacts that come from them. The subject lands under review are located within
Borden Blocks AjGv, AkGv, AkGu and AkGt. Nine archaeological sites have been found
within a 1000-metre radius of the ECLRT study corridor, and four archaeological sites
have been found within a 2000-metre radius of the Pearson Airport Surface Connection
study area.
Of particular note, AkGu-6 and AkGu-24, an aboriginal campsite and a village
respectively, are located very close to the study corridor, specifically the western portion.
The location of these sites in such close proximity to the proposed ECLRT corridor
indicates that significant aboriginal archaeological resources may be encountered during
development. The data listed below in Tables 1 & 2 is provided to demonstrate the
archaeological importance of the region in which the study area is located.
Table 1: Sites within One Kilometre of the ECLRT Study Corridor
Borden #

Name

Cultural Affiliation

Type

AkGu-3
AkGu-6
AkGu-24
AkGu-25
AkGu-29

Jackes
Roseland
Hunter
Frimette
Sunnybrook Park

Aboriginal –Woodland/Iroquoian
Undetermined Aboriginal
Aboriginal –Woodland/Iroquoian
Aboriginal –Woodland
Aboriginal –Archaic

Campsite
Campsite
Village
Village
Findspot

2

“Listed” is a term used for properties for which the Toronto City Council has adopted a recommendation
to be included on the Inventory. The recommendations are based on criteria that relate to architecture,
history, and neighbourhood context. Their inclusion on the Inventory is a clear statement that the City
would like to see the heritage attributes of these properties preserved. If designated, these structures must
be preserved (www.toronto.ca)
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Table 2: Sites within 2.0 Kilometres of the Pearson Airport Surface Connection Study Area
Borden #

Name

Cultural Affiliation

Type

AjGv-34
AjGv-35
AkGv-101
AkGv-127

Walter Hutchinson
Delta

Euro-Canadian
Undetermined Aboriginal
Undetermined Aboriginal
Euro-Canadian

Homestead
Findspot
Findspot
Homestead

Having noted the presence of these sites in close proximity to the subject lands, it may be
useful to place each site in the proper context by reviewing the cultural history of
occupation in Southern Ontario provided in Table 2 below.
Table 3: History of Occupation in Southern Ontario
Period

Date Range

Attributes

PALEO-INDIAN
Early
Gainey, Barnes, Crowfield

Archaeological Culture

11,000 - 10,400 BP

Late

Holcombe, Hi-Lo, Lanceolate

10,400 - 9,500 BP

Small nomadic hunter-gatherer
bands. Fluted projectile points
Small nomadic hunter-gatherer
bands. Lanceolate projectile
points

ARCHAIC
Early
Side-notched, corner notched, bifurcatebase

9,500 – 8,000 BP

Middle

Otter Creek , Brewerton

8,000 – 4,500 BP

Late

Narrow, Broad and Small Points
Normanskill, Lamoka, Genesee, Adder
Orchard etc.

4,500 – 2,800 BP

Small nomadic hunter-gatherer
bands; first notched and stemmed
points, and ground stone celts.
Small territorial hunter-gatherer
bands; wider variety of ground
stone tools; first copper tools;
bone tools
More numerous territorial huntergatherer bands; increasing use of
exotic materials and artistic items
for grave offerings; regional trade
networks

Meadowood, Middlesex

2,800 – 2,000 BP

Middle

Point Peninsula

2,000 – 1,200 BP

Late

Algonquian, Iroquoian

1,200 - 700 BP

Algonquian, Iroquoian

700 – 600 BP

Algonquian, Iroquoian

600 – 400 BP

Introduction of pottery, burial
ceremonialism; panregional trade
networks
Cultural and ideological
influences from Ohio Valley
complex societies; incipient
horticulture
Transition to larger settlements
and agriculture
Establishment of large palisaded
villages (Iroquoian)
Tribal differentiation and warfare
(Iroquoian)

HISTORIC
Early
Huron, Odawa, Algonquin

AD 1600 – 1650

Tribal displacements

Late

Six Nations Iroquois, Ojibway, Algonquin

AD 1650 – 1800s

Migrations and resettlement

Euro-Canadian

AD 1800 - present

European immigrant settlements
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The subject lands are situated within the South Slope physiographic region of southern
Ontario. Extending from the Niagara Escarpment to the Trent River it covers
approximately 940 square miles. The western portion of the South Slope of the Oak
Ridges Moraine lies north of the Peel Plain, but the Trafalgar Moraine and adjacent till
plain to the south of the Peel Plain is also included. The South Slope lies across the
limestones of the Verulam and Lindsay Formations, the grey shales of the Georgian Bay
Formation, and the reddish shales of the Queenston Formation, and contains a variety of
soils, some of which have proved to be excellent through more than a century of
agricultural use (Chapman & Putnam, 1984). Lying behind the lakeshore areas of first
settlement in Upper Canada, the South Slope was colonized by the “second wave”
composed largely of British immigrants after the close of the Napoleonic wars (Chapman
& Putnam, 1984).
In terms of archaeological potential, potable water is arguably the single most important
resource necessary for any extended human occupation or settlement. As water sources
have remained relatively stable in southern Ontario since post-glacial times, proximity to
water can be regarded as a useful index for the evaluation of archaeological site potential.
In fact, the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Recreation (now the Ministry of Culture)
primer on archaeology, land use planning and development in Ontario stipulates that
undisturbed lands within 300 metres of a primary water source, and undisturbed lands
within 200 metres of a secondary water source, are considered to be of high
archaeological potential (1997: pp.12-13). The ECLRT study corridor is bisected by
Mimico Creek, the Humber River, Black Creek, the West Don River, the East Don River,
and Massey Creek; and, the Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area is bisected by
Mimico Creek. As such, the research supports high potential for locating Aboriginal
artifactual remains within undisturbed portions of the subject lands falling within 300
metres of the above mentioned watercourses.

WOODLAND
Early

1.3 Physical Features
An investigation of the physiography of the subject lands was conducted by reviewing
The Physiography of Southern Ontario (3rd Edition), a volume published by the Ministry
of Natural Resources and authored by L.J. Chapman and D.F. Putnam. This investigation
is conducted to aid the researcher in developing an argument for archaeological potential
based on the environmental conditions of the study area. Environmental factors such as
close proximity to water, soil type, and nature of the terrain, for example, can be used as
predictors to determine where human occupation may have occurred in the past.

1.4 Historical Features
To assess the subject lands’ potential for the recovery of historic remains several
documents are reviewed in order to gain an understanding of the land-use history. These
specifically include the Tremaine’s Map of the County of Peel and County of York,
Canada West, 1859 and 1860, respectively, the Illustrated Historical Atlases for the
Counties of Ontario, and the 1915 Topographical Survey of Toronto. Usually, an
examination of the Charles E. Goad’s Fire Insurance Plans and the 1858 Boulton Atlas is
undertaken to give more detailed structural information about the buildings located near
the subject lands. However, this was not possible since portions of the subject lands were
not part of the City of Toronto until the 1912 incorporation of Toronto North. At the time
of the publication of the Boulton Atlas, Eglinton was not located within the boundaries of
7
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the City of Toronto. The Goad’s Atlas also does not cover the subject lands until well
after the 1912 integration. Therefore, the decision was made to utilize the 1915 Survey in
order to illustrate the degree of development in the Eglinton region since 1878.

to the Tremaine’s Map and the 1878 Atlas approximately 115 properties and between 60
homesteads, two historic railroads and six watercourses, are located in or near the subject
lands. In addition, the 1915 Survey demonstrates the development of the region as
approximately 92 structures additionally appeared in the corridor since 1878. Given the
aforementioned data, there is high potential for locating historic artifactual remains
within undisturbed portions of the subject lands.

Given the historic importance of the Eglinton corridor in the life of early rural-suburb
Toronto and the breadth of area to be studied, the 1859 and 1860 Tremaine’s Atlases
were consulted to provide further background. Composed by G.M. and G. Charles
Tremaine in the 1850s and 1860s, the 1859 Map of the County of Peel and 1860 Map of
the County of York, Canada West, respectively, provides occupant data, and uses small
squares to denote the presence of structures (see Figures 2.1-2.3). Examination of the
ECLRT study corridor and Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area within the
Tremaine maps indicates that roughly 130 properties, 18 homesteads and/or structures are
within or on the periphery of the subject lands. In addition, two historic railways, the
Northern Railway and the Grand Trunk Railroad bisect the study corridor.
A review of the subject lands within the 1877 Illustrated Historical Atlas of Peel County
and 1878 Illustrated Historical Atlas of York County, was undertaken to illustrate historic
sites that may be encountered during excavation (see Figures 3.1-3.3). This Atlas is a
little more comprehensive than the Tremaine’s Map, and illustrates the occupants’ name,
structures, orchards, school houses, post offices, tool booths and villages, towns and
cities. In general, approximately 115 properties and 60 homesteads and/or structures are
illustrated within or directly adjacent to the subject lands. One urban concentration,
Eglinton, is encountered close by the ECLRT study corridor. In addition, the Fairbank
post office, two school houses, and a blacksmith shop are either within or in close
proximity to the corridor (see Figures 3.1-3.3). As well, two historic cemeteries, the
Richview Memorial Cemetery established in 1853 and the Prospect Cemetery established
1890, are situated alongside the study corridor.
Further review of the 1915 Topographical survey reveals the extent to which the regions
around Eglinton were developed after the annexation of Toronto North in 1912 (see
Figure 4). While very detailed, this topographical map does not cover regions within
Etobicoke. Even so, the 1915 Topographical map is a useful resource because it provides
structural data, such as the building materials used and whether a church has a tower.
Study of the 1915 map indicates that 34 stone/brick houses, 46 wooden houses, one
wooden post office (see Figure 4), one wooden church without a spire (see Figure 4), 15
bridges and six railroads are illustrated within or bordering the ECLRT study corridor.
The railroads bisecting the Eglinton corridor were, beginning in the west, the west branch
of the Canadian Pacific railway, the Grand Trunk Railway, the Old Belt Line of the
Grand Trunk, the east branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway and two branches of the
Canadian Northern Ontario Railway.
Study of the Tremaine’s Maps, the 1878 Atlas, and the 1915 Survey suggest that items
associated with domestic homestead life, education and early commerce and industry
cultivation could be discovered while investigating the ECLRT study corridor and
Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area. Furthermore, the presence of six
watercourses heightens the likelihood of discovering historic and Aboriginal material, as
water was and still is an important resource for farming, sustenance and travel. According
Stage 1 AA of Proposed ECLRT Corridor & Pearson Airport Surface Connection study areas
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Figure 2.1: 1859 (County of Peel) and 1860 (County of York) Historical Map of the Pearson International Airport portion of the Study Area
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Figure 3.1: 1877 (County of Peel) and 1878 (County of York) Historical Map of the Pearson International Airport Portion of the Study Area
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1.5 Historic Biographies
The following abstracts were gathered using The History of Toronto and the County of
York, Ontario, Volume II (1885). Written in 1885, this is an excellent primary source
which provides biographical sketches of important personages in the County of York. For
the purposes of this report, these biographical abstracts can be useful in determining the
ownership of a particular property and may indicate what may be discovered upon
archaeological investigation of the proposed ECLRT study corridor. The sketch
summaries will be arranged from west to east, beginning in Etobicoke and ending in
Scarboro. Sketch summaries for the County of Peel however were not attained.
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Figure 4: 1915 Historical Map of Study Corridor
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While The History of Toronto and the County of York, Ontario, Volume II does not
include every owner along the study corridor, the sketches, when used in combination
with historic maps, reveal that up to 1885 the study corridor was very rural and
underdeveloped. What follows should be taken as demonstrative of what life was like for
many of the inhabitants along the proposed ECLRT corridor up to 1885.
Etobicoke:
James Peacock resided at Lot 17, Concession 3 east. He was born there in 1860 and
worked as a farmer. James is the second son of Jonathan Peacock, one of the first settlers
of Etobicoke. When the latter settled in the region, there were no roads and very few
signs of civilization. At the time, religious ceremonies were held in the houses of various
settlers, until roads were constructed and churches were erected.
Residing at Lot 17, Concession 1 east, Mathew Canning moved to York County in 1832.
A farmer, Canning expanded his lands to include the adjoining Lot 17, Concession 2 east.
Canning was very involved in municipal affairs, was elected Deputy-Reeve and Reeve.
Andrew Coulter, the son of settler Robert Coulter, resided at Lot 17, Concession A.
Robert Coulter immigrated to Canada with his family in 1822. He settled in Etobicoke
after a short time living in Toronto. Andrew Coulter was born on 20 January 1855.
Andrew worked as a farmer on the property owned by his father.
York West:
Joseph Watson, Deputy-reeve, West York Township, owned a property at the east half of
Lot 1, Concession 3, and part of Lot 2, Concession 3. Joseph came to Canada in 1819,
with his parents Christopher and Margaret Watson. After living in several locations,
Joseph settled on the listed location. He settled a farm in 1852, and since that time
purchased the east half of Lot 1 and part of Lot 2, Concession 3 consisting of 333 acres in
total. He also held 100 acres in Toronto Township; located on the west half of Lot 10,
Concession 6. Joseph Watson served as Deputy-reeve since 1871, with the exception of
two years, up to 1885.
John Roach, a farmer, resided at Lot 27, Concession 3. Roach first settled in Oshawa after
coming to Canada at 25 years of age. John Roach moved to his farm in 1874. The History
of Toronto and the County of York, Ontario, Volume II further adds that, “[w]e may add
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that the farm of Mr. Roach is considered one of the finest in the district, being composed
of two hundred acres; he is also largely engaged in the milk business and keeps about 25
cows.” (p.234)

1.6 Confirmation of Archaeological Potential
Based on the proximity of previously identified archaeological sites as well as certain
physical and historical features within proximity to the proposed study corridor, we have
confirmed that there is high potential for the recovery of archaeological resources within
undisturbed portions of its limits (see Table 4).

John Drew resided at Lots 24 and 25, Concession 3. Drew was a farmer and the son of
John Drew Sr. who came to Toronto in 1830. John Drew Sr. was a machinist and is
believed to have made the first steam engine in Toronto. He established a foundry but
then worked with the Gooderham Distillery.
Charles McBride, a hotel proprietor, situated in Eglinton was one of the original pioneers
of central Toronto. Charles moved to Yonge Street, Lot 17, Concession 1, which was the
location where his father, John McBride, was born in 1802. Charles McBride commenced
the hotel business at Prospect House, Eglinton, and worked there for 14 years. He
established another hotel on his father’s lot in 1872.

Table 4: Checklist for Determining Archaeological Potential
1
2a

2b

York East:
2c

Thomas Elgie resided at Lot 15, Concession 2. Elgie opened the “celebrated” Bay Horse
Hotel in Toronto soon after immigrating to Canada in 1841. After seven years he
purchased Lot 15, Concession 2, York East, which he improved and cultivated up to his
death in 1880. Four children by his second wife, Elizabeth Beckwith (daughter of George
Beckwith), survived him.

3

4

J. H. Taylor was the eldest son of James Taylor, a farmer. J. H. Taylor was born in Don
Mills in 1853. He lived at the family homestead at Lot 3, Concession 3, York East, until
1879. In that year, J. H. Taylor moved to Lot 10, Concession 3. There he devoted his time
to cattle breeding. He married Miss Matilda McLean, in 1879, and she bore him three
sons.
Mark Barker came to Canada in 1830 and engaged in farming in Little York. In 1834,
Barker purchased 100 acres on Lot 5, Concession 3, which he cultivated until his death in
1869. His eldest son Mark Barker Jr. took over the farming business.
Scarboro:

6

7
10
11

Francis Thompson, residing at Lot 34, Concession C, Scarboro, was the youngest son of
William and Mary Thompson. Francis Thompson and his family lived briefly in the
United States and moved to Little York and then settled in Scarboro. Francis was engaged
in clearing his father’s property which he purchased upon his father’s death. He has been
very successful as a farmer. The History of Toronto and the County of York, Volume II
indicated that, “[a]lthough often solicited to accept municipal honours [Francis
Thompson] has always declined.” (p.278)
The biographies listed above provide context to the historic resources that may be
encountered. Though some discoveries may not be directly linked to the people above,
they will likely be related to farming, unless situated near the village of Eglinton, which
would likely yield items associated with local commercial industry.
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Feature of Archaeological Potential

Yes

Registered Archaeological Sites
within 250 metres
Presence of primary watercourse
within 300 metres of the study area
(lakes, rivers, streams, creeks)
Presence of secondary watercourse
within 200 metres of the study area
(springs, marshes, swamps,
intermittent streams)
Features indicating past presence of
water source within 300 metres
(former shorelines, relic water
channels, beach ridges)
Elevated topography, distinctive land
formations, or pockets of sandy soil
etc.
Evidence of early Euro-Canadian
settlement within 300 metres
Associated with historic
transportation route (railway,
roadway etc.)
Associated with food or scarce
resource harvest areas (migratory
routes, spawning areas, chert
outcrops)
Contains property designated under
the Ontario Heritage Act
Local knowledge

X

Recent (post-1960) disturbance
confirmed extensive and intensive

X

No

Not
Available

Comment
If Yes, potential
confirmed
If Yes, potential
confirmed

X

X

If Yes, potential
confirmed

X

If Yes, potential
confirmed

X

If Yes to two or more of
3-7, potential confirmed

X

If Yes to two or more of
3-7, potential confirmed
If Yes to two or more of
3-7, potential confirmed

X

X

If Yes to two or more of
3-7, potential confirmed

X

If Yes to two or more of
3-9, potential confirmed
If Yes, potential
confirmed
If Yes, no potential

X
X

2.0. Field Review
A non-intrusive field review of the subject lands was conducted during the months of
April, May and September, 2009. The purpose of the field review was to identify and
describe high potential areas requiring additional archaeological research and low
potential areas not warranting further archaeological concern. The weather throughout
these reviews varied from overcast to sunny with temperatures ranging between 10-15°C.
The subject lands were entirely photo-documented (see Figures 5.1-5.14).
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