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Eglinton Crosstown LRT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

E.1 Introduction

On May 17, 2010, the Minister of the Environment for the Province of Ontario
issued a Notice to Proceed to the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) and the
City of Toronto for the Eglinton Crosstown Light Rail Transit (ECLRT) Project (the
Project), a 33-kilometre electrically-powered Light Rail Transit (LRT) line
extending from the Lester B. Pearson International Airport in the City of
Mississauga to Kennedy Station in the City of Toronto (see Figure E-1). The
basis for that Notice was the Environmental Project Report prepared in 2010
(2010 EPR) under the Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP) found in
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (O. Reg. 231/08) to assess potential environmental
impacts associated with the project, identify measures to mitigate those impacts,
and to develop systems to monitor the progress of implementing those mitigation
measures. Subsequently, a Statement of Completion was issued by the TTC
and the City that signified the completion of the TPAP.

1o York Region
4

Etobicoke -
to Mississauga Finch West
-« v-;f i ¥ o
» N Durham
to airport o Sheppard East Region
o & .
c
«
= w
T 0 R N = T 0 Scarborough
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= _/\. Snl Tlllllll\ml. _q.
R : Toronto Transit City

Light Rail Plan
SOCSTSSe

existing subway
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Figure E-1: Toronto Transit City — 2007 Light Rail Transit Plan

The 2010 EPR was undertaken by the City of Toronto and the TTC as co-
proponents of the Project. Subsequently, in 2012, Metrolinx assumed
management responsibility for the Project and has become the sole proponent
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for this Addendum. Metrolinx advised the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) of
the change in proponents through a letter dated December 13", 2012.

The 2010 EPR identified an alignment for the Project that consisted of LRT
technology in the following configuration:

e On-surface between Pearson International Airport and Keelesdale Park
within the centre of Silver Dart Drive, Commerce Boulevard and Eglinton
Avenue West (including a new bridge over Highway 401) with passenger
access via surface stops;

e On-surface within the centre of Eglinton Avenue East from east of Brentcliffe
Road to Kennedy Station, also with passenger access via surface stops; and

e Underground between Keelesdale Park and Brentcliffe Road due to the
narrow right-of-way width of Eglinton Avenue in this section, with passenger
access via underground stations with vertical connections to the surface.

Between Jane Street and Keelesdale Park, the Project was proposed to be in the
centre of Eglinton Avenue West, with surface stops at Weston Road and Black
Creek Drive. The 2010 EPR indicated a future connection to an MSF at the
former Kodak property, with at-grade access from Eglinton Avenue West. The
impacts of the MSF were to be assessed at a later time and were not covered in
the 2010 EPR.

E.2 Reason for Change

The 2010 ECLRT TPAP ultimately recommended a surface median LRT facility
on Eglinton Avenue with stops at Jane Street, Weston Road, and Black Creek
Drive, at-grade intersections with Weston Road and Black Creek Drive and an at-
grade connection to the proposed Black Creek MSF (requiring LRT vehicles to
cross the westbound general traffic lanes in order to access the facility).

Subsequent to the 2010 EPR, Metrolinx has subsequently identified a need to
implement an Automated Train Operation (ATO) system for trains leaving the
Black Creek MSF site in order to achieve the desired service frequency and
reliability along the line. However, the ATO system can only be used where the
LRT is in a protected right-of-way, and there is now a need to grade-separate the
LRT from general traffic at the Black Creek MSF site access.

Further, in light of a future GO Rail station at Mount Dennis, as envisioned in the
the Georgetown South Service Expansion and Union-Pearson Rail Link
Environmental Project Report (Metrolinx, 2009), relocation and redesign of the
Weston LRT Stop to a full station under the rail corridor would allow for a fully-
integrated LRT/GO Rail station.

Under the 2010 EPR, the proposed western terminus of the Eglinton LRT facility
was to be at Toronto Pearson International Airport. While this remains the
ultimate terminus in the west, the current phased implementation approach will
result in an interim western terminus at the Mount Dennis LRT Station. As such,
Eglinton Avenue west of Mount Dennis will continue to be served by buses in the
interim, until such a time when funding allows for the westerly extension of the
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